
 

 

 
 

Parent/Teacher Conferences 

For the last two years our district restructured 
the way Parent-Teacher Conferences were 
held.  The format was adjusted last to put a 
greater focus on teachers meeting with parents/
guardians of students with grades of a D+ or 
lower. The district will continue this process for 
our upcoming conferences.  Teachers will email 
parents/guardians of struggling students to set 
up either a Video or a Phone Conference.  The 
fall conference window will be from October 
16th through October 27th.  If you receive an 
email from your child's teacher, please make 
sure that you sign up ASAP. 
 
While the focus of conferences is to help strug-
gling students, we welcome any parents who 
would still like to meet with their son/
daughter’s teachers.  Please contact any teacher 
you would like to meet with via email.   
 
As always, parents/guardians of students can 
contact their child's teachers for questions or 
concerns at any time outside of confer-
ences.  Please continue to check Parent Portal 
for the most up-to-date grading information. 
 

 

September 18-Oct. 6th-
NWEA Testing 

October 6– High School 
Homecoming 

October 13th-6th grade Mix-
er Dance 3-5pm 

October 26-Picture re-takes 

November 7– No School 

Nov. 10– 7th/8th Dance 

Nov. 15-7th grade Vision 
Screening 

November 20-21-No School-
Teacher PD 

November 22-24—No School 
Thanksgiving break 

December 14 & 15– Holiday 
Choir Concert 

December 19-Holiday Band 
Concert 

December 23-Jan.2-
Christmas break-No School 

January 15-MLK Day-No 
school 

January 24,25,26,– Half 
Days– Final Exams 

January 26-Last day of 1st 
semester 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 Sailor Stroll– 2023! 

I want to thank our school com-
munity for your wonderful support 
for our Sailor Stroll Walk-a-thon 
we raised  over $25,000!    

Through the years, fundraising 
dollars have allowed us to pur-
chase interactive projectors, document cameras, a portable sound system, 
new broadcasting equipment, and laptop comput-
ers.  We have also used money for classroom ma-

terials for STEM Project 
Lead the Way, Art, Life 
Skills, Technology, Phys-
ical Education, and vari-
ous academic classes.   
Thank you to Mrs. Kes-
sel-Glassford, Mrs. 
VanHeusden, and Mrs. 
Beninati for all their hard work planning and or-
ganizing this great event!  Thank you to everyone 
who donated to our fundraiser!  Thank you for 
your loyalty and support! 

Middle Years 

In some Principal’s Corner articles, and in future editions,  you will find infor-
mation about Middle School-aged children.  The information comes from a 
newsletter called “Middle School Parents” produced by “The Parent Insti-
tute”. I hope you find the information insightful. 



 

 

 

NWEA Testing 

Our students began our yearly NWEA testing cycle on September 18th and will conclude 

on October 6th.  Please see information below describing what NWEA testing is used for. 



 

 

 

 October is National Bullying Prevention Month.  I thought it would be a good 
time to review some of the things we do here at NORTH to ensure a positive 
school climate for our students. 

 

 

Positive interactions among students and staff in school are an important part of our school culture.  Show-
ing respect for everyone in school must be a basic foundation of what we do.  There are many challenges to 
ensure a positive experience for everyone.  Educating our students about how to interact and show respect 
is an ongoing process.  We developed this portfolio to highlight the many different initiatives  we have put in 
place in order to promote a warm and friendly learning environment: 

Direct Interventions 

• Bullying Hotline – Established to allow people with specific knowledge of bullying to report it to school 
officials anonymously.  The Bullying Hotline is 586-648-2500 ext. 1715 and is monitored throughout the 
day 

• Incident Reporting – Any student can notify any staff member to report bullying in person, or by filling 
out an Incident Report from the counseling center.  Information received is immediately reviewed and 
reported to appropriate personnel.  Each report is investigated by counselors and/or administration.  If a 
bullying incident is confirmed, parents are notified and discipline is enforced. 

• OK 2 SAY – is a State of Michigan program designed to empower Michigan students, parents, school per-
sonnel, community mental health service programs, and law enforcement to share and respond to stu-
dent safety threats. It is a confidential way for students to report anything that threatens their safety or 
the safety of others.  State of Michigan Representatives speak to all of our students by visiting class-
rooms and reviewing the program. 

• The OK 2 SAY Hotline is 800.815.8477  

• Submit online – https://ok2say.state.mi.us/ 

• Text message  – 652729 

Educational Interventions 

Social Media Parent Help – Parents can get information on Social Media by watching a presentation on the 
different types Social Media and how they work.  The presentation also includes ways to access additional 
information.  Please click on the following links to access helpful tools: 

• https://www.powtoon.com/c/gcvfeMdfCaO/1/m 
• http://www.connectsafely.org/ 

https://www.powtoon.com/c/gcvfeMdfCaO/1/m
http://www.connectsafely.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 Educational Interventions 

• Health Class – Part of our Health class curriculum includes Bullying Awareness.   Students learn 
how to advocate for themselves as well as for others.  Students have placed posters around the 
school that give examples of bullying and how to stop it. 

• Staff Trained in Recognizing Bullying – All Anchor Bay NORTH staff has been certified through 
“Safe Schools” by participating in a training program that focuses on recognizing signs of bul-
lying.    

• Positive Behavior Interventions and Supports (PBIS) – teaching behavioral expectations and rewarding students 
for following them is a much more positive approach than waiting for misbehavior to occur before responding. 
The purpose of school-wide PBIS is to establish a climate in which appropriate behavior is the norm.  Reward trips 
(Cedar Point, CJ Barrymore’s), Student of the Month, and Sailor Salute are some examples of PBIS at NORTH. 

• National STOP BULLYING DAY – On Wednesday, October 11th we are asking our staff and students to wear BLUE 

to bring awareness and stop bullying.    

• Anchor Bay Director of Security, Amanda Depape Presentations – she will speak about bullying and social media.  

She will offer ways to seek help and outline consequences for negative behaviors. 

New Student Luncheon 

We are very lucky to welcome new students to Anchor Bay North this school year!  On Tuesday, September 26th, we 
hosted a special lunch for the new students who joined our school this year.  We  introduced our new students to 
staff and students, played games, and had a pizza party.   It was a nice event for our new students to get to know 
each other and make new friends.  Welcome new SAILORS! 

Start with HELLO- 

Social isolation is an individual’s perceived or real separa-
tion from a group of peers. It is a feeling that you do not fit 
in, that you don’t belong, or that you have been left out. 
When we conducted a survey of some of our students, 
they were asked if they see isolation happening and where 
they witness social isolation in our school.  The results 
were: 
1. Lunch room 
2. Classrooms during group work and when asked to pair 
up with a partner 

3. The hallways at school in the morning 

4. On the bus 

In an effort to help end social isolation in our school, we 

adopted the National Campaign of Start with Hello. It is a 

prevention program that teaches children and teens how 

to be more socially inclusive and connected to each other. 

In an effort to educate our students on social isolation and 

how to recognize it and what to do, we will be holding a 

spirit week with Start with Hello activities. 

  

 

STOMP OUT  BULLYING 



 

 

 

Math Tools 

I wanted to remind you of a couple of online tools available to help strengthen math skills. Both online tools are 
linked to the middle school math series the district adopted last year. 

The first online tool available is found at www.aleks.com.  Students have the opportunity to work on any skills that 
might need some extra practice.  Students initially take an online assessment of about 30 questions.  The program is 
computer adaptive, so the difficulty of the questions adjusts based on the student’s response to previous questions.  
Once the student has completed the assessment, the computer-adaptive program will determine which skills the stu-
dent could benefit from practicing.  Students are then shown the process to solve each practice problem and then are 
asked to correctly answer additional problems consecutively, in order to move on to the next skill.  If the student an-
swers the problem incorrectly, he/she can check how the problem should have been solved.  After working on the 
program for a certain amount of time and mastering a number of skills, the student is given another assessment fo-
cusing on those learned skills to make sure he/she fully understands the concepts learned.  Each student has a 
username and password for the ALEKS program.  Please check with your student’s math teacher if you, or your stu-
dent, need a reminder of the username and password.  

Additionally, each student using the Glencoe Math series from McGraw-Hill has access to the textbook (eBook) 
through the publisher’s website that is used in class.  Students should visit https://my.mheducation.com/login.  Each 
student has a username and password.  Once the student has logged on to the site, the textbook will be available as 
well as tutorial videos for most lessons that walk the student, step-by-step, through the process to solve example 
problems that go along with the lesson.  In addition, most lessons also have solutions for problems from the inde-
pendent practice for the students to look over when completing the independent practice.  Both resources could be 
helpful when completing work outside of the classroom.  The site also has a vocabulary tab and self quizzes students 
can use to check understanding of lessons and concepts.   

I hope these online math opportunities will further strengthen your student’s understanding of math.  Please contact 

your student’s math teacher if you have questions or need further assistance using either site. 

Important Cell Phone Reminder—Pictures, Videos, and Cell Phone Calls 

In the past, some students have faced disciplinary suspensions and/or action from local law enforcement agencies for 
inappropriate use of social media.  While some activities were meant to be lighthearted and funny, others were cre-
ated with the intention to mock, bully, and shame other students.  Even if your child isn't the one creating accounts 
or posting pictures, if he/she is "following" the account or liking posts, it contributes to the problem. 

So, in an effort to protect everyone and make our school a safe place where bullying/shaming is NOT tolerated at all, I 
wanted to take this time to remind you that according to our handbook policy, students are prohibited from taking 
photos, videos, and making cell phone calls during school hours. This rule is meant to help prevent  inappropriate 
social media issues.  Your child may not be affected by this, but when a problem could affect one of our students, it is 
everyone's responsibility to be proactive and contribute to the solution. We are a community, and we need to re-
spect and protect everyone here at Anchor Bay NORTH. 

Please support us at home by having a conversation with your child about appropriate and safe phone usage.  Re-
minder of Anchor Bay North Cell Phone Policy: Students caught using the video or camera capabilities during the 
school day without prior approval of the administration, teacher, and or staff member will be subject to discipline up 
to suspension from school. The administration reserves the right to accelerate consequences, as necessary. This poli-
cy can be found in our student code of conduct. 

http://www.aleks.com
https://my.mheducation.com/login


 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 


